
Goals for this unit:

1. Students will share information about their native country with other classes.

2. Students will receive information about other classes and will practice greetings and getting to know you activities for the all-class party.

PART 1 – Before the Party

Materials Needed for Part 1

Every Activity: Tape of song to be sung at the party

Activity 1 and 7: Students bring in something that reminds them of their home country

Activity 2: World map

Activity 3:  “Getting to Know You” question charts
Activity 4: Information from other Bright Ideas classes

Activity 6:  Cardboard for signs to put by each food item at the party

Activity 7: Poster board, items from home country

Activity 8: Digital Camera

Activity 1- About Our Class

Explain to the students that they are one of several classes participating in the Bright Ideas project.  Tell them that one of the benefits of being in the class is getting to know students in the other classes who are from other countries.  They will be attending a party with students from the other classes.  The first step is for the students to put together information about themselves to send to the other classes.  Your class will also receive information from the other classes.

1. Take a group picture of the class.  Make enough copies of the picture so you can send one to each class.  Send with a list of names of the students in the class.   At the top of the list write, “Class from 


 (name of the agency where class is held).  We are from 



 (name of country or culture).”  Show the gender of each student by using Mr. or Ms.

2. Tell the class, “The students in the other classes may not know very much about your country or your history.  What do you want them to know?”   Have each student who brought a reminder of the home country show it to the class and tell why it is important.   As the students describe their material, write key words on the board.

3. Have the students suggest additional questions and the answers and list them on the flip chart or board.  Some suggestions for questions:

· What is your country best known for?

· What do you want your grandchildren to know about your country?

· What are favorite foods in your country?

4. As the students answer the questions, write key words on the board.  After all the questions have answers, have the students decide which are the three most important pieces of information about their country.  The goal is to send no more than three clear, short sentences about each country to the other classes (don’t give a detailed history). For example:

· Bosnian people love to drink coffee.

· China is famous for the Great Wall.

· Assyrians had the first library.

5. Ask one student to write them down (or write it yourself if no one is able).  Put “Three Things we want you to know about 



 (our country/culture)“ on top of the page.  Make copies for each Bright Ideas class.

6. Send the package (maybe take a trip to the post office to mail it).  Or if the teachers are meeting, exchange packets at the meeting to save time.

7. Play the song to be sung at the party on the tape recorder.  Listen to the song several times.

8. Give each student a copy of the words to the song.  Have them read along as you play the song.  Stop at the end of each line.

9. Have the students stand up to sing the song to the recording.

Activity 2 - Where are we from?
1. Look at a world map.  Ask a student to find America.  Ask another student to show the class the country where he was born.   Continue until all the countries represented in the class have been shown.  Ask several students to show the class the route they took to America.

2. Tell the class what countries the other Bright Ideas students come from.  Ask for volunteers to show you each country on the map.  

3. Review next to, north of, south of, near, far away from, etc.  Ask questions like “Is the United States near your country?  Which Bright Ideas students came from far away?  Who lived closest to your country?”

4. Practice singing the song with the recording.

 Activity 3 - Practice Getting to Know You

1. Tell students they will be put in small groups of four (one person from each class) at the party.  Review “Getting to Know You” Part One questions:

· Hi, my name is 


, what is your name?

· I am from 

, where are you from?

· How long have you been in America?

· What is your favorite food?

2. Have the students stand up and divide them into groups of four. Distribute the Part One question chart.  Have them ask each other the questions and listen carefully to the answers.  Tell them to write down the answers they hear.  Ask each person in each group to say one thing about one other student. 

3. Divide the class into pairs and have them practice the questions and answers.

4. Have the students change partners and repeat the exercise.

5. When the students know these questions, practice Part Two questions:

· Tell me about your country? (it is big, we had a war, the weather is nice there, etc.)

· What do you like about Chicago?

· Tell me about your family.

· What do you like to do at home? (read, watch tv, visit with family, etc.)

6. Repeat this activity in each class session before the class party.

7. Practice the song again.

Activity 4 - What are the other classes like? 

1. When you receive the information from the other classes, make an overhead transparency of each page.  In class, pass around the picture of students from one of the other classes.  Then put the list of “Three things to know about  . . .” from that class on the overhead.  Read each item and discuss.  Did any of the students already know any of the information?  What is similar?  What is different?

     Repeat this step with all the other class pictures and information.

2. Put a list of the names of students from one of the classes on the overhead projector.  Practice saying the names of the students from the other classes.  Repeat with the other class names.  Don’t worry if the students don’t have it exactly right – the important thing is to try to be comfortable saying names that are different.

3. Practice the song again.

Activity 5 – Practice Greetings

1. Divide the class into two groups. Ask the students to stand up and form two lines, facing each other. Say, “Today we will practice greeting each other.” 

2. Demonstrate the activity by greeting a student. The key phrases are:

Hello, my name is _______.

What is your name?

Nice to meet you.

3. Have the students practice these greetings with the person in front of them. As they become more comfortable with the greeting, give them another question from Activity 3 to ask the person in front of them, such as “I am from _____. Where are you from?”

4. Remind the students that a good way to keep a conversation going is to say, “How about you?” Have your students practice saying something about themselves and then asking the question “How about you?” For example, “I have three children. How about you?”

5. Practice the song again.

Activity 6 - Plan the Food for the Party
1. Plan for food for the party!  The students will bring foods that are representative of their country/culture.  Let the students decide what food they wish to prepare.  

2. Make a list of the main ingredients in each food and the directions for preparing it.

3. Make a sign, in English, of the name of the food to go in front of it at the party.

4. We will eat food from many different countries at the party.   We’re going to practice

      talking about food. 


A:  Would you like to try some 

 food? (Bosnian, Chinese, Assyrian, 
etc.) 


B.  Yes, thank you.


A.  How is it?  


B.  Delicious.  What is it called?


A.  It is __________.  (name of food) 


B:  It is very good.  What is in it?


A.  It has _______ , _________, and _________ (ingredients).  Would you like 
more?


B.    No, thank you.  I am very full, but can I have the recipe?

5. Read the dialogue about food and have the students listen.  

6. Read it again and have the students listen and repeat each line after you.  

7. Read Part A and have the students read Part B.  Then reverse.

8. Ask the students about unknown vocabulary and have them guess at the 


meaning. 

9. Erase key words from the dialogue and have the students read, filling in the 


missing words from memory.  An example is: 


Would you like to try some Bosnian food?  


Would you 

 to try some 

 food?

10. Have one student read Part A and another Part B.  Remind them to speak 


loudly.

11.Have students perform their dialogues in front of the classroom.


12. Practice the song again.

Activity 7 - Prepare a Class Poster and a Home Country Table 

1. Students will prepare a poster board of their class: include the group picture and pictures, stories, and other items from their field trips or successful class activities.

2. Have students practice saying a few words about the class poster, such as “This is our picture” or “We went to the apple orchard (or whatever field trip a picture is from).”

3. Prepare a display of art, clothing, pictures, books, etc. that students bring from home that are from the home country.

4. Each student who brings something should be able to say one thing about it.

5. At the party, each group will give a BRIEF presentation on their class poster and on the table of artifacts.  It would be ideal if each student can say one short sentence. 

6. Practice the song again.

Activity 8 – Using the Digital Camera

1. Ask three or four students to volunteer taking pictures are the party. Remind the 

      class how to use the camera. 

2. Have the volunteers practice taking pictures of the class.

3. Tell them their job is to get pictures of your class together with students from all the 

      other classes at the party. It is important to get pictures of every class.

Part 2 – After the Party

Materials Needed for Part 2
Activity 2: Paper and envelopes or post cards and stamps; pictures from the party

Activity 3: Letters or postcards from the other classes; the class pictures from the other

                classes

Activity  1 -  What did we learn?

1. Talk about the class party. Ask, “What did you like about the party? What did you not like? What food did you eat?” 

2. Ask, “Who did you meet? Where are they from?” Allow all your students to talk about the people they met. Then ask, “What did you learn about other countries?” Write on the board what your students learned. 

3. Read the sentences together. Have your students copy these sentences in their notebooks. 

Activity 2 – Writing a letter 

1. Tell your students that you will write a letter to the other classes. Teach them how to start a letter. For example, “Dear Bosnian students”

2. Ask the students for ideas of what the letters may say.  List the ideas on the board.  Some suggestions might be:

      It was nice to meet you

      The food we liked best from your country was

      We liked the song from your country

      Here are pictures from our party

      We will be happy to see you again

3. Write a sample letter together as a class on the board. Divide the class into groups of four and have each group write a letter to one of the other classes. They can copy the sample that was written on the board. Show students how to address an envelope.  Have each small group address an envelope to the class they wrote to and enclose the letter.

4. Discuss the cost of postage (cost to mail a letter, sending packages, post cards).

5. Go to the post office to mail the letters.

Activity 2 - Party Story 

1. Write a simple story of the party on the board or flip chart.  The story could be like this:

We went to a party on 

 (date) at 


 (location).  Students from many countries went to the party.  There were students from Bosnia, China, Cambodia, Korea, India and many other countries. 

We said “hello” to everyone in our languages.  We said hello in Chinese, in Bosnian, and in Korean.  

We met people from many countries.  We asked them questions.  We sat at tables with people from many countries.

We ate food from many countries.  We all were full.  

Then we sang songs and danced.  At the end of the party we sang happy birthday.  Everyone with a birthday in the month of 

 went to the front of the room.  We had a very good time.
2. Read paragraphs one and two twice. Then ask the following questions:

a. When was the party?


b. Where was the party?  

c. What countries did the people come from?

d. What languages did they speak?

3. Read paragraph three and four twice.  Then ask the following questions:

a. What did you say to everyone in your language?

b. What languages did some of the people speak at the party?



c. What did you give to one person at the party?

4. Read paragraphs five and six twice.  Then ask the following questions:

a. What did you eat at the party?


b. Were you full?

c. What exercise did the Chinese students show?


d. What song did everyone sing at the party?

5. Give students a copy of the story and have them read it together.

6. Give students the questions in writing and have them write the answers.

7. Have students together write their own story about the party based on questions:

a. When was the party?




b. Where was the party?

c. Who went to the party?




d. What happened at the party?


e. What did you like about the party?


f. What do you hope to do next?

8. Have students decide if they want to mail their story to the other classes.  Ask if they also want to send pictures or other items with their story.

Activity 3 - Reading Letters  

1. When the students get their letters or postcards from the other classes, read them aloud to the class. If the other classes sent pictures, hold up the picture or pass it around for your class to see.

2. Write key words from the letters on the board.

3. Give each student a copy of the letter. Divide the students into pairs.  Ask the students to read the letters to each other.

4. Ask for volunteers to read the letter out loud to the class. 

5. Ask the students if they would like to send anything back to the class that wrote to them – maybe a copy of the class story about the party.

Getting to Know You – Part One

Question


Student 1
Student 2
Student 3
Student 4

What is your name?







Where are you from?







How long have you been in America?







What is your favorite food?







Getting to Know You – Part Two

Question


Student 1
Student 2
Student 3
Student 4

Tell me about your country







What do you like about Chicago?







Tell me about your family







What do you like to do at home?
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