
Goals for this Unit: 

1.  Students become familiar with what is special about a Bright Ideas classroom.

2.  Students will learn: the names of other students and the teacher; to greet each other; to ask and answer simple questions; to introduce themselves to others outside of class.
Materials Needed for this Unit

Activity 1 – Notebook for each student

Activity 2 – Name tags for teacher and each student

Activity 4 – Flashcards (blank 3 x 5 inch index cards) for each student.

Activity 5 -  Ball, balloon, or stuffed toy.

Activity 6 – Copy of Dictation sheet for each student.

Activity 11 – Candles, birthday card, overhead and paper copies of birthday song.

Technology Options: Using the digital camera.  

Activity 1 – Take a picture of each student and create a poster that says “My name is _____” or have students make individual picture ID cards with their picture, first and last name.

Activity 3, 8, 9 – Take a picture of two students demonstrating these dialogues. Make a document on the computer with the picture at the top of the page and the written dialogue underneath it. Distribute copies to students. They can practice in pairs in class or refresh their memory at home.

Activity 11 – Take a picture of each student on their birthday as a memento that can be added to their birthday card.
Activity 1 – Introduction to the Bright Ideas Class 

Welcome the students.  Introduce yourself. Distribute a notebook to each student.  Explain what is special about the class: This may need to be done with an interpreter to be sure students understand.  Here is what is special:

1. There is no textbook for the class.  The students will learn practical English that can be used in their own daily lives.  It is about listening and speaking, not about reading and writing.

2. Each student is expected to speak English in every class.  The class will often work in pairs or small groups to give students more opportunities to talk in English.

· Say, “It is okay to make mistakes. Everyone makes mistakes. That is how we learn.” Explain the class rule: we will not laugh at each other’s mistakes.
· Tell students they will use English during class, but can use their native language at the beginning or end of the class, during the break and to ask questions or get more information.  If they are not ready to talk or say something in English, they can just listen for a while and participate silently by nodding their heads or pointing.

3. The class will use a lot of pictures.  The students will bring pictures, the teacher will bring pictures, and we will take pictures with the digital camera.

4. The class will take at least one field trip a month to practice English outside the classroom. The field trip can be as simple as a walk around the neighborhood.

5. The class will meet students from other Bright Ideas English classes.

Activity 2: Greetings and Welcome

1. Ask students to tell you their names.  When they do, say to them, "welcome, (their name); nice to meet you. My name is ______"  

Put on your own name tag and show students how it works.   From the list of students in your class, read each name and give each student the name tag you have prepared.  You should familiarize yourself with the students’ names before class. If you have difficulty pronouncing the names, ask a bi-lingual interpreter to pronounce the names for you.  Demonstrate several possible greetings as you address each student such as:  “hi, hello, nice to meet you, how are you?”  Collect the name tags at the end of each class.  

2. Have the students stand up, walk around and greet everybody in the classroom -  including the teacher.  As you greet students, ask their name again and tell them your name. 
3. At the beginning of the next class, put the name tags on a table.  Ask the students to pick up their name tags, so they learn to recognize their names in English.  Once students can find their own names, give each one the name tag of another student.  Tell them they must find the right student to give the name tag.  Repeat this at the beginning of every class until the students learn each other’s names. 

Activity 3: Create a Greeting Dialogue 

(Introducing dialogue)

1. Demonstrate a greeting dialogue with a higher-level student.  The teacher begins the conversation. 




Hi (student’s name), how are you? 


       
I am fine. How about you?


       
I am fine, thank you.




It is nice to meet you.

Be flexible with the dialogue. Respond to the student’s ideas. Do not dictate what to say. This is a conversation, not a script. Repeat the dialogue with the student a couple of times.

2. Have two other students stand and demonstrate the same dialogue for the class.

3. Write the dialogue on the board for everyone to see.  Use “A” for the first speaker and “B” for the second.




A – Hi (student’s name), how are you?




B – I am fine. How about you?  

4. Have the class repeat the conversation together with you.  The teacher says A, the  class says B.  

5. Divide class in half: have the left side be the A speaker and the right side be the B speaker. Then switch.  Repeat until you hear everyone participating with some level of confidence.  

6. Have the class practice in pairs.   Then have them find another partner and repeat.

7. Allow students to copy the dialogue into their notebooks. 

 Activity 4 – Flashcards

1. Hand out five flashcards to each student.   Say, “These are flashcards.  They will help you learn new words.”

2. Explain how to use the flashcards: On the flashcards, students will write English words and phrases from each lesson that they want to remember. Demonstrate how they will write one word or phrase per card. On the opposite side should be a picture that represents the new English word or the translation in the student’s native language. Encourage them to use whichever method they prefer.

3. Write the greeting words on the board from today and have the students copy them on their flash cards:

Hello

Nice to Meet You

How Are You

Fine

Thank You

If students are not able to do this much writing, just have them copy hello and thank you.

4. Have the class practice in pairs. One student should say the word in the native    language (or show the picture) and the other student should say the English word. 

Allow at least 15 minutes for this part of the activity. Make sure the pairs switch roles.

5. Every class, students will write new words on flashcards.  

6. Have each student write his name on a flash card.  Have them put the name card on the top of their pile of flashcards.  Pass out rubber bands to keep each student’s pile of flash cards together.  At the end of the class, collect the flash cards.  Continue collecting them until the students are comfortable using them.  Then you may allow the students to take them home – if they promise to bring them back to the next class.

Activity 5 – My name is 



(Introducing the circle review)

1. Have the students stand in a circle.  

2. Hold the ball or stuffed toy and say  “My name is   _________________.“  Toss the ball to another student who will say, “My name is 



.”

3. Have that student toss the ball to another student.  Encourage them to surprise other students, not toss to the person standing next to them.

4. Repeat circle reviews as an activity in future lessons, using vocabulary from the curriculum unit.

Activity 6 – Dictation

(Introducing dictation)

1. Once students know each other’s names, you can introduce dictation as an activity.

2. Create a dictation sheet of your students’ first names (similar to the sample dictation sheet at the end of the unit).  Make a copy for each student.

3. The goal of this first dictation activity is to practice name recognition.  This first dictation can also be done in pairs.

4. Give directions: tell the students you are going to read one name from each line and they should circle the name they hear. Show them an example with the copy on the overhead projector.

5. Repeat each line the same way: “Number 1, Beth….Beth.” etc.

6. After you are finished, put a blank dictation sheet on the overhead.  Say the name for number 1.  Have the students say “Yes” or “No” as you point to each name.  Circle the correct name in each line.   Say each letter out loud as you write the name.  Encourage the students to spell with you. “ B – E – T – H.”

7. Do dictation another day with their last names and follow the same procedure.

Activity 7 – Making Introductions

1. Explain the meaning of “Introduce”: I tell you my name and you tell me yours. Introduce yourself saying, "My name is _____" and ask another student, “What is your name?”  When the student replies, shake her hand and say, "Nice to meet you."  Model the introduction a few times. Write the dialogue on the board using “A” for the first speaker and “B” for the second.


A: Hello, My name is 


.  What is your name?


B: My name is 



.


A:  Nice to meet you.


B:  Nice to meet you.

2. Divide the class into two groups.  Ask the first group to say "My name is (use a student’s name).   What is your name?”  Then ask the second group to repeat, "My name is (use another student’s name)". The first group says "Nice to meet you."  The second group repeats, “Nice to meet you.”

3. Next, invite two students to stand in front of the class. Turn to the first student and say, “Hello, (name of student).  I would like you to meet (name of second student).”   Then have them shake hands and say, “Nice to meet you.”

4. Have two other students come up.  Ask if one of them would like to be the introducer.  Repeat with another set of two students.

5. Divide the class into groups of three.  Have them practice introductions.  Once students can do this, encourage them to use other English words they may know.

Activity 8 – How do you spell your name?

1. This activity is intended to be a brief introduction to the alphabet. 

2. Ask, “Can anyone say the alphabet in English?”  If any students can, ask them to say it out loud. Then write each letter on the board or point to it if you have a poster of the alphabet.  Do not go too fast. As you write each letter, say it and have your students repeat after you.

3. Ask your students to copy the letters into their notebooks. Then, ask if anyone knows the alphabet song. Children in America learn the alphabet song to help them remember the alphabet. Tell your students you will sing the song and they will listen. Then, ask your students to sing the song with you. Sing it slowly and point to each letter as you say it.

4. Say, “It is important to know letters so we can spell our names.” Give an example using your name: “My name is Kelly. It is spelled k-e-l-l-y.” Say your name, then spell each letter as you write it on the board. Ask a student, “What is your name? How do you spell it?”  Ask several more students the same questions. If students are having too difficult a time with this step, do not go on to step 5.

5. Divide the class into pairs. The students should ask each other “What is your name? How do you spell it?” and then write down what they hear.

Activity 9 – The Disappearing House (A spelling game)
1. This is a fun way to practice spelling names or any other words you would like to review.  Draw the scene of a house on the board. Add as many details as possible.

2. Choose a student’s name, but don’t tell anybody what it is. Write lines under the house for each letter of the person’s name. The example below is for the name Mehmed.







__  __  __  __  __  __

3. Write all the letters of the alphabet on the board if an alphabet display is not available in the classroom.  Ask students to choose letters. For every letter they get wrong, you erase a part of the house such as the door or the window. Write the wrong letters on the board next to the picture so everyone can remember what letters they have already chosen. The students have to guess the spelling of the name before the house is completely erased. To give the students more chances to guess letters, you can start erasing the scenery first, such as the sun and the trees. When the students choose a correct letter, put it on the line where it belongs. In the example below, five wrong letters have been chosen, so five items have been erased from the picture. 


                   


Wrong letters


   w  v  k  l  a



m   __  h     m   __  __

4. Divide the class into two teams. The first team to guess the name wins the game.

5. Repeat the game another day using another student’s name.

Activity 10 – Meeting others outside of class 

1. Tell the people in your agency that you will be bringing the students around to meet people. Or ask a staff person to come in just for introductions.  Ask the staff to limit their talk to what you have practiced in class. 

2. You should demonstrate the introduction first by introducing yourself to the other staff member.

3. Then encourage students to introduce themselves to the staff member. 

4. Repeat this activity after a few weeks to see if students are able to say a little more.

Activity 11 - Celebrating Birthdays

1. Ask each student “When is your birthday?” Write down each response.   If students don’t know their birthdays, make a class list of birthdays from registration information.   You do not need to include the year – just the month and day.  If the students are from a culture that does not celebrate birthdays, you do not need to do this activity.  However, many students will have younger family members who celebrate birthdays and they may wish to learn the Happy Birthday song.

2. Begin a tradition in your class of celebrating birthdays.

3. Make a birthday greeting card on the computer that the whole class can sign. It is a good idea to paste it to a piece of construction paper to make it stronger.

4. For the first celebration, the teacher can bring in a small cake or something that can have a candle on it (make sure there is enough to share with everyone).  Ask if students would like to bring in the birthday cake when it is their birthday.

5. Teach the Happy Birthday song. Hand out copies of the Happy Birthday song. Put a copy on the overhead projector. Sing it for the students first. Don’t assume that all your students are familiar with the song. Sing the song every time you have a birthday. 

Happy Birthday Song

Happy Birthday to you

Happy Birthday to you

Happy Birthday (Name of Student)

Happy Birthday to you

Teacher Reminder:  Remember to write down three to five new words from each class on an overhead transparency.  Write the date of the class at the top.  Review the list of words from the class at the beginning of the next class. 

Example:
9/2/02



Hello



Name



Introduce
Assignment:  Ask students to bring a picture of their family or friends for the next class.

Example of Student Name Dictation.
Directions:

Listen.  Circle the name I say.

DICTATION

Name ___________________________

Date_____________________________

1.  Vann

Taiqin

Mary

2.  Heng

Binh


Duc

3.  Adila

Mula


Ismeta

4.  Chou

Soon


Ming

5.  Lee

Halima

Aysha 
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