
Goals for this unit:

1. Students will learn about important people in American History; Learn about their  government and community services available for seniors.

2. Students will work with simple maps; Talk about the neighborhood where they live and make a map of the neighborhood where they have class.
Materials Needed for this Unit:

Activity 1 – Famous people pictures provided at the end of this unit, cut in half; and a copy of each picture for each student

Activity 2 – Picture of President Bush; an overhead and copies of pictures of the White House (one for each pair of students); an overhead of the flag

Activity 3 – Picture and word cards (at end of unit; copy onto card stock and cut; prepare a set for each student); a copy of each picture, enlarged and copied onto an 8.5 x 11 piece of paper); tape; colored markers and poster board

Activity 4 – Brochures on services for elderly (pick up from Chicago Department on Aging and the Illinois Department on Aging)

Activity 5 – Overheads of the sample map and pictures of buildings at the end of the unit; a copy of the sample map and the pictures of the buildings (one set for each pair of students); scissors and paste or glue for each pair

Activity 6 – large pieces of paper with names of streets and buildings from Activity 5

Activity 7 – four poster boards, markers

Activity 1 - Who was George Washington?

1. Before class, make copies of the pictures (at the end of this unit) of George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr, George W. Bush, Rod Blagojevich and Richard Daley (these names are answers on the citizenship test).  When the president, governor or mayor change, make pictures of them to replace the current politicians.)  Cut each picture in half; make sure you have enough for each pair in your class.  Also, make extra copies to give to your students at the end of this activity

2. Ask your students to give examples of important people from their country. What did they do?  Were they soldiers, politicians, artists?  If they hesitate, give well-known examples of people from around the world such as Christopher Columbus from Italy,  Chairman Mao from China or Princess Diana from England. Then ask the question again and allow time for everyone to participate.  Write all the names on the board and their accomplishments next to them.

3. Now ask if anyone knows the important people from America. Write their names on the board. Ask students to tell you what these people are famous for and write those answers on the board as well.

4. Explain to the class that they will now play a matching game. Show one picture (cut in half) to the class as an example. Each person will have half of a picture and they need to find the person with the matching other half.  As you hand out the pictures, try to match more advanced students with the beginners. Give each student one piece of the picture and shout “Go!” to get them started on finding the matching half of their picture.  If you have an uneven amount of students, give two students one half of a picture and have them work together to find the matching other half. Then the three students can work together for the rest of the activity.

5. Once all the students have found their match, ask them to stay with that person for the rest of the activity. Tell them to read the words on the page.   Ask them to answer two questions – What is his name?  What is his job? 

6. Now ask each pair to show their picture to the class and talk about it. They should say the name of the person and his job.   

7. Give each student a copy of the pictures to keep in their notebooks. Write any new words on flashcards. 

Activity 2 - The President of the United States

1. Show the class a picture of George W. Bush. Ask your students, “Who is this? What is his name? Where does he live?”

2. Talk about Washington DC and the White House. Has anybody visited there? Show an overhead of the White House.  Have pictures of the White House available for each pair in your class. Give each pair a picture and ask them to describe what they see. What does the White House look like? Would they like to live there?

3. What is the President’s job? Why is he so important? What personal information do we know about President Bush? Make a list on the board as you ask the following questions: “What is his wife’s name? How many children does he have? How old is the President? What are the names of his father and mother?”

4. Remind students to put new words and phrases on flashcards.

Activity 3 - The American Flag

1. Show an overhead picture of the American flag. Ask, “What do you see? What colors do you see? How many stripes? How many stars? Why are there 50 stars?  Why are there 13 stripes?”

2. Write key words on the board: stars, stripes, red, white, blue.  Read each word with the class.  Put each one of the pictures (at the end of the unit) on a full-size piece of paper.  Ask volunteers to come up and stick the picture under the correct word.

3. Prepare copies of the words and pictures provided at the end of this unit. Copy onto heavy paper or card stock and cut into cards.  Give each pair a set of cards, mixed up.  Have the pairs match the words to the correct picture.

4. Call out a word and the student pairs have to hold up the right word and picture from their pile of cards.

5. Divide the class into two groups. Provide art supplies and a large sheet of poster board to each group. Have one group draw the American flag and have the other group draw the flag from your students’ native country. If more than one country is represented in your class, divide the students into more groups so that each group draws one flag. 

6. When they are finished, place the flags side by side and talk about what is different and what is the same. Look at colors, design, number of objects, etc.

Activity 4 - Field Trip

1. Take a trip to the State of Illinois building or to City Hall (they are across the street from each other – you can visit both).    Plan to visit the office for older people.  It is on the northwest side of the building in City Hall and on the tenth floor of the James R. Thompson Center (the official name for the State of Illinois building).   Pick up brochures from the offices ahead of time if possible.

2. If convenient, take public transportation downtown.  The elevated trains all have a stop either in the building itself, or nearby.  You may need to assist students with the fare card machines if they have not used them before.

3. Prepare for the trip by having students generate questions they can ask (see Unit 3, Field Trips, for ideas).

4. When you come back to class, talk about what programs are available to older people who live in Chicago. 

Activity 5 - Neighborhood map

1. Put a copy of the sample neighborhood map provided at the end of this unit on the overhead projector.  Say, “We are going to put the buildings where they belong on the map.”  Show students each building picture and ask them to identify it.  For example: You ask, “What’s this?” Students answer, “The post office.” Continue until you have identified all the buildings. 

2. Put the neighborhood map back on the overhead projector.  Introduce the term, “On the corner of.” Point to the picture and show all the buildings that are located on the corner of two streets. Say the words the same way each time. For example:

“This is the bank. The bank is on the corner of Main Street and First Street.  This is the school. The school is on the corner of Second Street and Main Street.”

     Ask the class to repeat each phrase with you. Then ask individual students to tell you 

     where each building is, using “on the corner of.”

3. Review prepositions such as: on, next to and between. Point to a building on the map and ask, “Where is the bank?” Encourage students to answer by saying what street it is on, or what two other stores it is between or next to. For example: You ask, “Where is the post office?” Students should answer,  “It is on Main Street” or “It is next to the school.”

4. Divide the class into pairs. Give a copy of the blank neighborhood map to each pair and a copy of the page with the buildings. Ask each pair to cut out the buildings.  Have the pairs paste or glue each picture where it belongs on the map. 

5. Then, walk around the classroom and see which pairs have the neighborhood map in the correct order. 

Activity 6 - How do I get to the Bank?

1. For this activity, you will turn the classroom into a giant map with the tables as streets and the chairs representing buildings. Write the names of the streets and the buildings on large pieces of paper. Use the names from the previous activity because students are familiar with them. Place building names on the chairs around the room. Put the names of streets on the floor or on the tables. Put all the building names on flashcards as well.

2. Before you begin, teach the necessary vocabulary for this game: “Turn left, turn right, go straight.”  Keep the direction words very simple. Write each phrase on the board. Demonstrate it as you say it. Then ask two students to come to the front of the class and demonstrate each action with you as you repeat it. Then, you just say the words and have the students demonstrate the actions. 

3. Ask the class to repeat the phrases with you. Then ask them to stand up. Give them a phrase and have them demonstrate the action. To make sure each student understands the phrases, show an action and have the students shout the correct phrase such as “Go straight!” or “Turn left!”

4. Now, divide the class into pairs. One student will be the traveler and one student will be the guide. Demonstrate the activity with a student first. For the demonstration, let the student be the traveler and the teacher be the guide. The traveler should choose a flashcard and ask the guide, “Where is the _____?”  saying the name of the building on the card. Then the guide has to give directions only using the three phrases you just practiced! Can the guide get the traveler to the right store?

5. Repeat the demonstration if necessary. Then have each pair play the game. Each traveler will select a new flashcard. When you are finished, all the student travelers should be standing at the building that matches the flashcard they selected. 

6. Then, have the guides ask the travelers, “Where are you?” and the travelers answer, “I am at the bank” or “I am at the post office,” etc.

7. If your students enjoy the game, repeat the activity with new pairs. 

Activity 7 - Where is English Class?

1. Tell the students that they will make a map of the neighborhood where they have English class. This project will take several weeks to finish. Allow a little time at the end of each class for the groups to work on the project.

2. Divide the class into groups of four. These groups will work together until the project is finished. Assign each group to a section of a block in the neighborhood where you have English class. All four sections should be close together. 

3. The first step is for the students to get information about the stores or buildings that are on their section of the street. They will go in each one and ask for a sales flyer or a business card. Have students practice introducing themselves and asking for a sales flyer or business card.   Give each group a large envelope to put all their information until the project is completed. 

4. Next, students will write down the information for each store or office that they will include on their map such as: Address, phone number and store hours.

5. Then, each group should start drawing the map of their section of the street. Give each group a large poster board or piece of paper. They can draw their map any way they like. Encourage them to include as much detail about their section as possible. 

6. Once all four maps are completed, display them on the wall in the front of the class. Have each group show their map to the class. They should talk about the stores and businesses on their section of the street. Which was their favorite store and why? What do they sell there or what business do they do? Did they learn about a new store or business they had never been into before this project? 
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