
Goals for this Unit:

1. Students will learn to: talk about the news; learn to write a letter about an issue of concern.

2. Students will learn about television news.

Activity 2 Assignment Reminder: Students are to bring in any pictures, news articles, or other news items they would like to discuss.

Activity 8 Assignment Reminder:  Students watch a half hour news program on television (in English)

Materials Needed for this Unit
Activity 2:  Overhead transparencies of the news pictures or articles that students have brought in.  Copies of pictures of the news to distribute to students.

Activity 5:  “YES” and “NO” cards; supplies for writing a class letter

Activity 6: several copies of a newspaper in English (a neighborhood newspaper is okay as long as it has several sections such as news, sports, weather and entertainment).

Activity 8: (optional) a video camera

Background
For many immigrants and refugees, their ESL class is where they receive information, can ask questions, and where they feel safe.  When there is a crisis in the news, there is a risk that students who have been through a war or other traumatic experience will re-live their trauma.  These tips are from the English Language Training Project, sponsored by the Office of Refugee Resettlement.

· Remember that your primary job is to be a teacher.  Do not try to be a counselor or therapist for your students. 

· Do not use a current crisis as content for lessons.  Answer questions or listen to the students’ discussion, but do not make the crisis a lesson.

· Only tell your students information that is fact.  Don’t offer your opinions or feelings on the news.  Take time to think about and deal with your own reactions to news events outside of class.

· Be aware of the students’ reactions.  Concern and even expressions of fear are normal, and it is probably a good sign if students are willing to discuss these in the safe space of the classroom.  However, if students seem very upset or cannot continue with the lesson, they may need to talk to a counselor outside class.

· The most helpful action you can do is to LISTEN.  Listen and acknowledge fear, concern, or pain.  Do not minimize or overreact – just listen.  
Activity 1 – Reacting to the News

1. When an important story is news, the teacher should prepare to tell students basic information about what is happening.  Ask them to tell you what they understand or already know.  Take time to answer questions as students ask them.

2. Use an interpreter to help students whose English is very limited.

3. Use active listening as a way to tell the student that you have heard and understood what is said.  Active listening is repeating back some of what the first speaker said.   Example: 


First speaker:  I was very scared when I saw the news on television.


Second speaker:  You were very scared when you saw the news.

4. Write new words on the board.  Explain any words that may be unfamiliar or have different meanings in another country, such as “national emergency.”  Have students write new vocabulary words on their flash cards or in their notebooks.

5. Ask students what else they would like to know.

6. Ask students if they would like to bring in any news articles to share with the class.

Activity 2 – Discussing Pictures of Current News Events

1. Put one of the pictures or articles brought in by a student on the overhead.  Ask the class to tell you about it.  (Or, you may need to summarize the main points in a news article).

2. Write down three or four main sentences.

3. Practice reading the sentences – you may begin by focusing on the last word or phrase and asking the class to repeat.  Next, you may want to begin at the middle of the sentence and read to the end, again, asking the class to repeat.  Finally, read the whole sentence and ask the class to repeat.

4. Distribute three different pictures to each student (one student at a time).  Each student chooses one.  Continue until all students have chosen one picture.  

5. Ask each student to write or say three thoughts about the chosen picture.  If they are limited in their English, they may write or say just one word.  Offer to assist with vocabulary and use interpreters to make sure students can express their thoughts.

6. Ask a student to stand, show the group her picture, and say her three thoughts.

7. Divide the students into pairs, and have them take turns sharing their three sentences or words.

8. Ask if there are other students who are willing to share their three sentences with the class.

9. On the board, write down one sentence from each student who reports.

10. Practice reading the sentences as in step 3, with the emphasis starting at the end of the sentence.

Activity 3 – Fact, Rumor, and Opinion

1. Put a chart with three columns on the board.  Label the columns Fact, Rumor, and Opinion.  Explain the words:  The facts may be based on the news articles from the previous activity.  A rumor may be a statement that is later learned to be false, or the truth of it may be unknown.  An opinion may be the student’s own).  

2. Divide the class into pairs or groups of three.

3. Have each group write an example of a fact, a rumor and an opinion.  

4. Ask someone from each group to share their three sentences – without saying which one is fact, rumor, or opinion.  

5. Have the class help you determine whether a particular statement is true (fact) or rumor (untrue or unknown) or opinion (the words “I think” or “He thinks” are clues to statements that are opinions). 

6. On the board, write down several examples in each column as the class agrees on where the statement belongs.

7. After all the groups have reported, practice saying and writing some of the sentences.  Have the students write words or sentences on flash cards.

8. Have students practice their vocabulary by reading their sentences or words to two or three other students.

Activity 4 – A News Story

1. Arrange ahead of time for a co-worker to come to your class (give him a $1 bill – you’ll get it back!) and have the following conversation with you:

Co-worker:  (excited) Greets you and says your name

Teacher:  (annoyed at interruption) greets the co-worker by name

Co-worker:  “I have news for you!!”

Teacher: “What happened?”

Co-worker:  “I just found this on my desk!” (waves a $1 bill)

Teacher:  “Wow, I lost a dollar this morning!”

Co-worker: “Well, I think I should keep it!” 

Teacher: “No!  It’s mine!”

Co-worker: “How do I know it’s yours?”

Teacher: “Because it has a picture of George Washington on it!”

Co-worker and teacher laugh, the teacher gets the $1 and the co-worker leaves.

2. Tell the students that all news stories tell who, what, when, where, and why.  Ask the students to answer the following based on what happened with your co-worker:

Who:

What:

When:

Where:

Why:

3. Write the answers on the board.  Then make it a simple story.

4. Have a student sit at the desk in front of the room and tell the story as though he or she is a radio or television announcer.  

5. Repeat with two or three other students.

Activity 5 – What’s in the Paper?

1. Bring in several copies of a newspaper in English.  Divide the students into small groups and give each one a copy of the paper.  See if anyone can read any headlines.

2. Does the newspaper have sections?  What are they?  Is there a sports section?  What sports are familiar to the students?  What sports teams did they follow back home?  Can they still find out how the teams are doing?

3. Are students familiar with the classified section?  Explain that the classified section is where you can look for a job or to sell an item.  Read a few classified ads.  Would the students want to buy the item or the service?

4. Divide the students into pairs and have them write a classified ad.  Suggestions may be to sell a piece of furniture or to offer a service, such as cleaning or repairing.

Activity 6 – Culture Talk
1. Write two headings on the board: “USA” and the students’ home country.

2. Ask how students learned about the news when they lived in their home country.

3. Is it different here?  How do they get the news here?  Radio? Television? Newspaper?  Family?  How is getting the news different between the two countries?

4. If students read newspapers from the home country, what is in the news now?  

5.  What is the most important news story in Chicago today?

6. What was in the newspaper back home that they cannot get here?  What can they get here that was not available back home?

Assignment: Ask students to watch a half hour news program (in English!) on television.

Activity 7 – Putting on a Television News Program

1. Begin by asking students about the news program they watched on television.  What was on the news?  Write the following on the board: news, sports, weather, Chicago and entertainment.  Repeat the assignment several times until the class is finished with the unit.

2. Tell the students that the class will put on a news program.  Divide the class into small groups.  Assign each group an area to cover: news, sports, weather, Chicago and entertainment.  Each group should have at least three students – if there are fewer than 15 students, leave out the area in which there is the least interest.

3. Each group has to decide what they will talk about.  Some ideas:

· News – a current story, can be from Chicago or from the home country

· Sports – can be a sport from the U.S. or the home country

· Weather – should be current weather (a good opportunity to review what was covered in the weather unit)

· Chicago – can be a report on a field trip taken someplace in Chicago or on the neighborhood the students live in

· Entertainment – can include a song in English and an interview with the singer; a dance from the home country with an explanation; or perhaps what food to serve at a party

4. Give each group several class sessions to practice.   Walk around and help every group.

5. Have all of the groups take turns doing their part of the news show in front of the rest of the class.

6. “Lights! Camera! Action!”  Put on the news program.  Options for making this more exciting for the students:

· Use a video camera to record the news show.  

· Invite other people to the classroom to see the news show.
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