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Introduction

This Teacher’s Guide is to be used in conjunction with the Student Workbook and the accompanying video.  The video tells the stories of several students who are learning English.  The student workbook focuses on four of the students.  The workbook is divided into four sections, one for each student.  Biba tells her story first.  She is followed by Ms. Chen, Ibro, and Virginia.   

The purpose of the video and workbook is to stimulate students to use English to tell their own stories.  Students will learn about the immigration experiences of other older people who came to America knowing little or no English.  Seeing others struggle with English encourages students to find the words to talk about their own stories of coming to America.  By watching the video and following the workbook, students will improve their vocabulary and their comprehension of spoken English.  

Watch the video and follow along in the workbook before you use them in the classroom.   You may need to practice fast-forwarding and rewinding the videotape to get to specific points in a student’s story.

Each of the four workbook sections repeats seven activities:

1. “Immigrants and Refugees Like Us,” asks questions about each student’s knowledge or experience

2. Student’s story, “Yes or No” 

3. Student’s story, “Part 1, Circle the Answer”

4. An activity related to an issue talked about by the person in the video

5. Student’s story, “Part 2, Read and Match”

6. “How About You?” asks questions about each student’s own story 

7. “We learned about….(student in the video)”

Materials Needed
· “Coming to America” video and student workbooks (one for each student); 

· TV & VCR or DVD

· digital camera and color copier to take a picture of the whole class, copy and give each student a copy of the picture

· overhead projector

· blackboard or flip chart

· colored markers

· paste or glue

· a set of three index cards for each student (in three different colors – one says Yes, one says No and the third says Don’t Know) 

· an overhead of pages 7, 16,  24 and 32 (“Read and Match”) of the student workbook

· an overhead of the Great Wall of China

· an overhead map of the students’ home country showing the countries next to it (if students are from several countries, use a regional map)

· an overhead of the flag, or a real flag, from the home country

· an overhead of a map of the U.S.

· a recording of the song “This Land is Your Land” and a tape player

General Methods for Using the Video and Student Workbook

Begin by showing the entire video to the class.  Ask the students if they have any comments about the video.  Did they like it?  Ask if they would like to see it again before giving each student a copy of the student workbook.  As you work on each of the four sections of the video that feature the four students in the workbook, let the students decide if they want to see the section once, twice or more in order to understand what the person in the video is saying.

Many of the activities require knowing English words to answer questions.  Use class or small group discussion to generate vocabulary for each activity.  Write the vocabulary words on the board.  Students can copy a word or phrase from the board in their workbooks.  Students can also work in pairs to answer the questions.  

Some students may not be willing to share personal information about their immigration experience.  Let them know it is okay if they say “no.”

COMING TO AMERICA

Biba’s Story
Begin by showing the part of the video with Biba.  Ask the students to look at page 2 in their workbook.  The first activity after students have seen the video is the students telling their own stories.  

“Immigrants and Refugees Like Us,” page 3 of the workbook, shows a picture of the world with four people around it.  Ask students to look at page 3.  Say, “We know some things about Biba.  Let’s find out about ourselves.  Here are some questions to ask.”    Write the questions on the board: 


What is your name?


Where are you from?


When did you come to America?

What do you like about America?

Ask each question of a different student.  Invite a student to ask you one of the questions.  If students cannot answer the question “What do you like about America,” ask it in a yes/no format: “Do you like America?”

Divide the students into pairs and have them take turns asking each other every question.  Those who are able should write the answer.

Have several pairs of students report to the whole class.  They should use the format: 

“


(name of student) came to America from 


 (country).  She came in 

 (year).   She likes America.”  

Write some of the answers on the board next to the question.

In pairs, have the students write their own answers on page 3 of  their workbooks.  They can copy from the board or from each other.  If writing is difficult for the students, have them write the answers to the first two questions only.

“Biba’s Story: Yes or No” requires students to respond yes, no, or don’t know to each statement in the workbook.  Distribute a set of Yes, No and Don’t Know cards to each student.  To help students understand how to use the cards, say something about yourself that is clearly true, such as “I am a woman.”   Ask the students to respond by holding up the card with the correct answer.  Repeat with a statement about yourself that is NOT true, “I am 90 years old,” and ask them to show the card with the correct answer.  Then, say something about yourself that the students will not know, and ask them to show the card with the correct answer.    

Once students have the idea of how to use the Yes, No and Don’t Know  cards, have them turn to page 4 in the workbook.   Read each statement twice, slowly, and ask the students to show the card they believe is correct.  Encourage discussion if students show different cards.  For example, some students may show the No card to the statement “Biba is 32 years old,” and others may show Don’t Know.  Ask the students why they chose their answers.  When the discussion is finished, have students check the box they think is correct for each statement.  They may work in pairs if they like.

“Biba’s Story: Part 1, Circle the Answer,” on page 5, should begin with a general class discussion.  If students cannot easily talk about Biba, show the Biba video segment once again.  You may need to demonstrate how to circle the answer. Write the first statement along with the three choices on the board.  Read the three choices and have the class tell you which answer is correct.  Circle the correct answer.  Then, have students circle the correct answers on page 5 of their workbook.  If they would like, they may work in pairs to complete the next two statements.  

“Words for Feelings” lists four feelings that new immigrants and refugees may have.  Ask a different student to demonstrate each feeling on page 6.  Ask if there are other feelings not on the list.  Go back to the list, ask a student to demonstrate a feeling of his choice and see if other students can guess which feeling it is.  

“Biba’s Story: Part 2, Read and Match” begins with reading about Biba on page 7.  Play the video again while the students follow the words on page 7 of their workbook.  Then ask the class to read the paragraph aloud together.  Ask a volunteer (or choose a reader) to read the paragraph. Write key words on the board, such as English, old and study.  Show students an overhead of page 7.  Tell students they must match the beginning of the sentence with the correct ending.  Draw a line from the beginning of the first sentence to the correct ending on the overhead.  Have the students read the complete sentence with you.  Read the beginning of the next two sentences and the two remaining endings.  Have students complete the page in their workbooks individually or in pairs.  

“How About You?”  Give each student a copy of the picture of the whole class that you have taken with a digital (or other) camera.  Divide students in pairs or groups of three.  Read the first question on page 8 and ask them to tell each other the answer.  Repeat with the next questions.  Have students volunteer to share their answers.  Write new words on the board.  If students would like to write the answers in their workbooks, they may work in pairs, so they can help each other with writing.  

“We learned about Biba” is a small group activity.  Students will talk about what they learned about Biba.  Then they will write key words on page 9.  Encourage students to refer to other pages in the workbook if they need to copy words.  Or, write key words on the board.  Examples of key words are: cry, husband, study, and Medicaid.  Then, have the small groups report one thing they learned about Biba.

Ms. Chen’s Story
Begin by showing the part of the video with Ms. Chen.  Ask students to look at page 10 in their workbook.

“Immigrants and Refugees Like Us” shows a map of China and asks questions about China and about the students’ home country.

Have students refer to the map on page 11 of the workbook.  Write “Shanghai” on the board and ask students if they can find Shanghai on the map.  Ask if anyone knows the capital of China.  

Ask the second question (“What city are you from?”) and have several students answer.  If students are not from a city, ask them what region they are from.

Show the overhead of the Great Wall of China.  Ask students if they know what it is.  If someone says yes, ask that student to tell the class about it.  

Divide the class in small groups and have them answer “What is important in your country?”  Have each group report to the class.  Write key words in English on the board.  Encourage  students to copy some of the key words from the board in their workbooks.

“Ms. Chen’s Story: Yes or No” is similar to the “Yes or No” activity for Biba.  Follow the same process: distribute a set of Yes, No and Don’t Know cards to each student.  Read each statement on page 12 two times and ask the students to hold up the card with the correct answer.  Then have the students check the box they think is correct by each sentence in the workbook.

“Ms. Chen’s Story: Part 1, Circle the Answer” should begin with a general class discussion about Ms. Chen.  If students cannot easily talk about Ms. Chen, show her story in the video once again.  You may need to demonstrate how to circle the answer. Write the first statement from page 13 along with the three choices on the board.  Read the three choices and have the class tell you which answer is correct.  Circle the correct answer.  Then, have students circle the correct answers in their workbooks.  If they would like, they may work in pairs.  

“My Family,” on pages 14 and 15, gives the student a choice of two family groupings to fill in with the names of family members.  Students can choose one page, or may do both pages, if they enjoy the activity.  Students who are single or have no children, like Ms. Chen, may want to only fill out page 15.  In pairs, have students ask about and tell each other the relationship and names of several family members.  One student can ask, “What is your mother’s name?”  The other student can say,  “my mother’s name is 

.”   Or one student can say, “Who is (name listed as father)?”  The second student will say, “He is my father.”  Ask if some students want to tell the whole class the relationship and name of one or two family members.

“Ms. Chen’s Story: Part 2, Read and Match” begins with reading what Ms. Chen says on page 16.   Play the video again while the students follow the written words.  Then ask the class to read the paragraph aloud together.  Ask a volunteer (or choose a reader) to read the paragraph. Write key words on the board, such as single, brothers and Shanghai.  Show students an overhead of page 16.  Tell students they must match the beginning of the sentence with the correct ending.  Draw a line from the beginning of the first sentence to the correct ending on the overhead.  Have the students read the complete sentence with you.  Read the beginning of the next two sentences and the two remaining endings.  Have students complete the page in their workbooks, in pairs if they like.  

“How About You?”  Have each student draw or paste a picture of their home on page 17 of the workbook.   Divide students in pairs or groups of three.  Read the first question on page 17 and ask them to tell each other the answers.  Repeat with the next questions.  Have students volunteer to share their answers.  Write new words on the board.  If students would like to write the answers in their workbook, they may work in pairs, so they can help each other with writing.  

“We learned about Ms. Chen” is a small group activity.  Students will talk about what they learned about Ms. Chen.  Then they will write key words on page 18.  Encourage students to refer to other pages in the workbook if they need to copy words.  Or, write key words on the board.  Then, have the small groups report one thing they learned about Ms. Chen.

Ibro’s Story
Begin by showing the part of the video with Ibro.  Ask students to look at page 19 in their workbook.

“Immigrants and Refugees Like Us” shows a map on page 20 and asks students to tell what countries are close to Croatia.  Ask the second question, “What countries are close to your home country?”   Show the students a map of the home country and the countries next to it on the overhead.   Then ask the students the third question, “Have you been to countries close to your home country?” 

“Ibro’s Story: Yes or No” is similar to the “Yes or No” activity for Biba and Ms. Chen.  Follow the same process: distribute a set of Yes, No and Don’t Know cards to each student.  Read each statement on page 21 two times and ask the students to hold up the card with their answer.  Then have the students check the box on page 21 they think is correct by each sentence in the workbook.

“Ibro’s Story: Part 1, Circle the Answer” begins with class discussion about Ibro.  If students cannot easily talk about Ibro, show his story in the video once again.  You may need to demonstrate how to circle the answer.   Write the first statement from page 22 along with the three choices on the board.  Read the three choices and have the class tell you which answer is correct.  Circle the correct answer.  Then, have students circle the correct answers in their workbooks.  If they would like, they may work in pairs to complete the next two statements.  

“Wedding Celebrations” is an opportunity for the students to talk about happy times.  Ask students to look at page 23 of their workbook.  Write key words on the board such as bride, food, music, dance, and wedding.  As a whole class, talk about weddings and write on the board the words the students use to talk about weddings.  Next, divide the students into pairs to talk about wedding traditions in the home country.  Each pair will report one tradition from the home country to the whole class.  Next, divide the class into small groups.  Each small group can choose one of the two discussion topics (items 3 or 4 on page 23).  Each group will report one part of the discussion to the whole class.

“Ibro’s Story: Part 2, Read and Match" begins with reading what Ibro says on page 24.  Play the video again while the students follow the written words.  Then ask the class to read the paragraph aloud together.  Ask a volunteer (or choose a reader) to read the paragraph. Write key words on the board, such as America, good, mixed marriage, Croatia and Bosnia.  Show students an overhead of page 24.  Tell students they must match the beginning of the sentence with the correct ending.  Draw a line from the beginning of the first sentence to the correct ending on the overhead.  Have the students read the complete sentence with you.  Read the beginning of the next two sentences and the two remaining endings.  Have students complete the page in their workbooks, in pairs if they like.  

“How About You?” asks the students, on page 25, to paste or draw a picture of their home country’s flag.  Divide students in pairs or groups of three.  Read the first question on page 25 and ask them to tell each other the answers.  Repeat with the next questions.  Have students volunteer to share their answers.  Write new words on the board.  If students would like to write the answers in their workbooks, they may work in pairs, so they can help each other with writing.  

“We learned about Ibro” is a small group activity.  Students will talk about what they learned about Ibro.  Then they will write key words on page 26.  Encourage students to refer to other pages in the workbook if they need to copy words.  Or, write key words on the board.  Then, have the small groups report one thing they learned about Ibro.

Virginia’s Story
Begin by showing the part of the video with Virginia. Ask the students to look at page 27 of their workbook.

“Immigrants and Refugees Like Us,” on page 28, shows a map of the U.S.   Show students an overhead of the map.   Mark E and W on the overhead map.   Then, ask students to mark E for east and W for west on the map in their workbook.  Ask students to find Chicago on the map.  Ask them to find Dallas, Texas.  Have students tell you the names of other states they have visited.  Ask if anyone has family living in other states.

“Virginia’s Story: Yes or No” is similar to the “Yes or No” activity for Biba, Ms. Chen and Ibro.  Follow the same process: distribute a set of Yes, No and Don’t Know cards to each student.  Read each statement on page 29 two times and ask the students to hold up the card with their answer.  Then have the students check the box they think is correct by each sentence on page 29.

“Virginia’s Story: Part 1, Circle the Answer” begins with class discussion about Virginia.  If students cannot easily talk about Virginia, show her story in the video once again.  You may need to demonstrate how to circle the answer.  Write the first statement from page 30 along with the three choices on the board.  Read the three choices and have the class tell you which answer is correct.  Circle the correct answer.  Then, have students circle the correct answers in their workbooks.  If they would like, they may work in pairs to complete the next two statements.  

“Song about America.”  Listen to the song, “This Land is Your Land” several times.  Have students read the words together on page 31.  Go back to the U.S. map on page 28 and ask if anyone can find California or New York.  Show the class the Redwood Forest (by San Francisco in California) and Gulf Stream Waters (Gulf of Mexico).  Listen to the song again and then have students try to sing it.

“Virginia’s Story: Part 2, Read and Match” begins with reading what Virginia says on page 32.  Play the video again while the students follow the written words.  Then ask the class to read the paragraph aloud together.  Ask a volunteer (or choose a reader) to read the paragraph. Write key words on the board, such as daughters, Texas, and grandchildren.  Show students an overhead of page 32.  Tell students they must match the beginning of the sentence with the correct ending.  Draw a line from the beginning of the first sentence to the correct ending on the overhead.  Have the students read the complete sentence with you.  Read the beginning of the next two sentences and the two remaining endings.  Have students complete the page in their workbooks, in pairs if they like.  

“How About You?” asks the students, on page 33, to paste or draw a picture of their family.   Read the first question on page 33.  Discuss the students’ answers as a whole class.  Continue reading questions 2, 3 and 4 and discuss their answers.  Write key words on the board.  If students would like to write the answers in their workbooks, they may work in pairs, so they can help each other with writing.  

“We learned about Virginia” is a small group activity.  Students will talk about what they learned about Virginia.  Then they will write key words on page 34.  Encourage students to refer to other pages in the workbook if they need to copy words.  Or, write key words on the board.  Then have the small groups report one thing they learned about Virginia.
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