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“WHAT DO YOU SAY?”

Bright Ideas Students 

Talk About Their Problems with English
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	“Excuse me, 

I have a problem”




You have a problem, and there’s no one around who speaks your language –

Instructions:  Work in small groups and choose 3 problems to talk about. 

What do you do? 

What do you say? 

1. Your phone bill is very high. The phone company says you called Bosnia   10 times in one week .  It is not true.

2. Your landlord says you did not pay the rent and you have to move. You know you paid the rent.

3. You see dishes on sale in the store and buy them.  When you get home, you notice that you paid full price.   

4. You left your wallet  in a store.  It has your Green Card in it and fifty dollars.

5. You drop a bottle of oil in a store. The glass breaks, and there is oil all over the floor.

6. You go to a party with a friend.  Your friend drives. When it is time to leave you see that he is drunk.  You do not have a driver’s license. 

7.  Your toilet is overflowing.  It’s midnight.  The building manager is asleep. 
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	This happened to me! 


Did this ever happen to you? 

What did you do?  What did you say? 

1. Talk about a time when you had a problem, similar to the problems in “Excuse Me, I Have a Problem” 

2. Divide students into small group (count off by 3s).  Students share their stories, and select one story to share with the rest of the class. One person from each group explains the problem in English to the rest of the class. 

3. Ask students to role play the story or create a skit, acting out what happened.  Help them with English (don’t let them memorize a dialogue).  

4. Ask all students to retell one of the stories so you can write it on the board.  Let everyone help.  Read the story as a group.  

5. Write up a quick story, based on what students told you.  Use it as a dictation.

6. Ask a visitor to come and collect some of the problems that the students have had.  See if the stories the students tell can be videotaped. 

7. Invite a guest speaker (see below).

	Now What?

Directions:  Tell what happened 
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	GUEST SPEAKER 


Invite a guest speaker who knows about community services. Give him/her a list of the problems that students have had.  Ask him to give advice on where immigrants can go when 

· They think they were cheated in a story

· a utility bill is way off 

· they get charged for services they did not use

· someone feels very depressed and is unable to function

· they are concerned about domestic violence in the family

· a teenager gets into trouble 

· they get a notice to vacate an apartment 

· they have an emergency and can’t find a translator 

· they can’t get the landlord to make necessary repairs 

After the visitor leaves, ask students to create some more dialogues and skits or work on their old ones some more.  Put time aside so students can present some of their role plays to the class. Lavish praise.  Ask someone to come in and video tape.

	
[image: image5.wmf]
	Now What? Party! Party!



Your students’ role plays and skits have been terrific, and it is time to share them with the world. 

· Suggest that the class should share their ideas with the Bright Ideas Community.  Get them excited about planning another party and putting on a peformance.

· Ask what kind of party they want and who should be invited so they can show the skits to an audience (other people on staff; their families; members of the community)

· Working with the entire class, ask for ideas and  make a list of all that needs to be done for the party and the performance  (scripts and skits; decorations; invitations; food)

· Jointly decide on a good time for such a party (allow plenty of time for preparation) 

· Ask who wants to be part of the party planning and meet with that group separately.  Suggest that the party group set up committees to make sure things work out.  Ask for volunteers who want to work on a space, on performance; food; invitations; decorations, etc.  Ask each group to meet and make plans and then meet again some days later and ask them how things are coming along.  Ask them how things are going but resist the urge to take over. 
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